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Luke 13:22 Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to 

Jerusalem.  23 Someone asked him, “Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?” 

He said to them, 24 “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will 

try to enter and will not be able to.  25 Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you will 

stand outside knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us.’ 

“But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from.’ 
26 “Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.’ 
27 “But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from.  Away from me, all you evildoers!’ 
28 “There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and 

all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown out.  29 People will come from east and 

west and north and south, and will take their places at the feast in the kingdom of God.  30 Indeed there 

are those who are last who will be first, and first who will be last.” 

 
 

Romans 9:1 I speak the truth in Christ—I am not lying, my conscience confirms it through the Holy 

Spirit— 2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart.  3 For I could wish that I myself were 

cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my people, those of my own race, 4 the people of 

Israel.  Theirs is the adoption to sonship; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the 

law, the temple worship and the promises.  5Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the 

human ancestry of the Messiah, who is God over all, forever praised!  Amen. 
6 It is not as though God’s word had failed.  For not all who are descended from Israel are Israel.  

7 Nor because they are his descendants are they all Abraham’s children.  On the contrary, “It is through 

Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.”  8 In other words, it is not the children by physical descent 

who are God’s children, but it is the children of the promise who are regarded as Abraham’s offspring.  
9 For this was how the promise was stated: “At the appointed time I will return, and Sarah will have a 

son.” 

 

 

A friend of mine posted a picture on Facebook earlier this week.  It was a comparison photo, two similar 

pictures one on top of the other.  On the top was a picture of a packed subway car and every person in that car 

had their eyes glued to some kind of electronic device whether it   was a cell phone, or a tablet, and 

superimposed over the image was the message “technology makes us antisocial.”  Underneath was a black and 

white photo of a New York Metro car from I what I would assume was the mid-40s or some time close to that.  

And every single person on that subway car had their noses buried in a copy of the newspaper. 

Now at first I assumed that the idea this image was supposed to communicate, was that no, it isn’t 

technology that makes people antisocial, we were already there even before modern technology.  But maybe 

there was a little more to it than that.  Maybe the actual intent was to get us to ponder what it is that actually 

makes us antisocial.  So wishing to seem philosophical, I commented on the post.  I said, “It’s mass transit, isn’t 

it?  Mass transit makes us antisocial.”  And Marcus, (bless his soul, I don’t know who he is, probably one of my 

friend’s other friends), Marcus took the bait, I got him to do the actual philosophical thinking for me.  He 

commented, “Correction: Fear (especially of rejection or being made to feel unpopular) makes us antisocial.” 

(Italics added). 
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I think Marcus pretty well hit the nail on the head, don’t you?  If we knew that everyone was always 

going to be super warm and inviting to everything we said, we wouldn’t hesitate as much to talk to people.  But 

that fear of being unpopular often holds us back from engaging with someone we don’t know as well. 

That’s a pretty big deal for disciples of Jesus like you and me since one of the main tasks our God has 

given to carry out is engaging people in an effort to make more disciples for Jesus.  So you’ve probably found 

yourself wondering, “How am I supposed to do it?”  I mean, the premise is clear; we need to tell people about 

what Jesus has done for us.  But you might be a little nervous about walking up to a complete stranger and 

saying, “Hi!  Do you have a moment to hear about your Lord and Savior Jesus Christ?”  You could do it that 

way, and you’d have a few people take you up on it, but you’d also have a lot of people saying no.  So how do 

we do it without facing all of that rejection? 

Naturally, one of the easiest ways to get into a conversation about Jesus with someone is if you’ve been 

able to develop a friendship with that person.  If they know you and respect you and know that you legitimately 

care about them as a person, then you’ve earned the right to talk to them about some deeper things, like their 

relationship with God. 

But what if you don’t have the time to really develop a relationship with somebody?  Maybe you’re 

sitting next to them on a plane, or standing in line with them at the DMV, you can still take a little time to get to 

know them by asking some basic questions that show you have an interest in them as a person and care what 

they have to say.  Eventually, though, you’ll have to make that transition and this is where I have a big 

advantage on you guys, because I’m a pastor.  All I have to do to make the transition is ask them what kind of 

work they’re in, and nine times out of ten they’ll respond with the same question, and then I’m in.  If you’re not 

a pastor though, look for an opportunity to talk about a Christian family member or friend.  It’s natural to talk 

about the relationship you have with that person and you can add how it’s even stronger because of the 

relationship you both have with God.  Then you can follow that by asking them about their relationship with 

God.  One of the easiest ways to do that is by asking two key questions.  The first one is, “If you were to die 

tonight, are you sure you would have eternal life?”  Yeah, it’s a bit of a personal question, and that’s why it’s 

important to let them know beforehand that you care about them and respect what they have to say.   

It’s a yes or no question, but regardless of how they answer you can follow up with the same second 

question.  If they tell you they are sure they would have eternal life, you can respond by asking, “What is it that 

makes you so certain?  Or, to put it another way, if you were to die tonight and stand before God and He were to 

ask you, ‘Why should I let you into my heaven?’ what would you say to him?”  If they tell you they aren’t sure, 

then you can ask them, “What is it that makes you uncertain?  Or, to put it another way, if you were to die 

tonight and stand before God and He were to ask you, ‘Why should I let you into my heaven?’ what would you 

say to him?”   

According to God’s Word there’s only one answer to that question.  Like Jesus said in our Gospel lesson 

this morning, the door into heaven is narrow.  There are many who want to get into heaven, many even who 

think that is where they are heading, but only those who enter through that narrow door will find it.  There is 

only one right answer to those two key questions, only one narrow gate through which anyone can enter into 

eternal life in heaven.  But the more you have opportunity to ask people those questions the more you’re going 

to come to realize that the one correct answer is rather unpopular. 

You see, more often than not, the answers you’ll get those questions will be something along the lines 

of, “Well, I’ve always tried to be a good person;” or “I really think I’ve done more good than bad in my life;” or 

even, “I’m definitely not as bad as some people out there.”  Had Jesus or the Apostle Paul asked people those 

same questions they might have even heard the answer, “because I’m an Israelite, I’m a descendant of 

Abraham.”  Unfortunately, none of those answers—none of those “ways to get into heaven”—are the narrow 

door Jesus was talking about. 
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So what is it?  What is the one right answer?  Jesus tells us in the Gospel of John, I am the way, and 

the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me (Jn 14:6).  Even more specifically He 

says, I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved (Jn 10:9).  So the one, correct answer is Jesus.  

If any of us were to die tonight and God were to ask us, “Why should I let you into my heaven?” the one correct 

answer would be, “Because Jesus died on the cross to take away my sins.”  The promised salvation that Jesus 

the Messiah delivered is the narrow gate through which we have access to all of God’s promises: forgiveness of 

sins, a new life here on earth, and eternal life in heaven. 

That’s something a lot of people didn’t accept at the time of the Apostle Paul’s ministry.  And we see 

evidence of that in the opening verses of Romans chapter 9.  In those first five verses, we really pick up on the 

emotion Paul felt for the Jewish people.  He starts by appealing his case, I’m telling the truth—I’m not lying! 

he says, and the Holy Spirit will defend my conscience on that.  He went on to say that he had a great 

weight of sorrow and unending anguish in his heart for the lost people of Israel.  But what is even more 

startling to me is the next level Paul takes it to.  He says, I wish that I myself were damned, cut off from 

Christ for the sake of my people the Israelites. 

Paul wasn’t alone in feeling that strongly about the salvation of his people.  When the Israelite people 

rebelled against God at Mount Sinai by building a golden idol in the shape of a calf and bowing down to 

worship it instead of the Lord their God, Moses went up to the Lord on Mount Sinai and begged God to forgive 

his people for their sin—but if not, Moses said, then blot be out of the book that you have written.   

There is an incredible amount of compassion to be found in those words from Moses and Paul, that they 

would be willing to be cursed by God for the salvation of their people.  Paul wished that all of his fellow Jews 

could share in the hope of Salvation he knew He had through Jesus.  And he lists of a number of reasons why 

that should have been the case.  Israel was the nation God had adopted as His chosen people; it was with them 

that God had made the Old Covenant and to them that He had given the law, the worship regulations, and the 

promise of the coming Messiah.  The Israelites had in their history champions of the faith, who had trusted in 

the promised Messiah and from whom the ancestry of the Messiah could be traced.  Jesus was a descendant of 

Israelites, He was Himself a Jew, but more than that He was God Most High, the promised Messiah, the Savior 

of humankind. 

You could not be more blessed than to trace your ancestry from the nation Israel.  No other people on 

earth has ever been given a more central part to play in God’s salvation history.  And yet now, as the Christians 

in Rome looked around it was clear that so many of the Israelites were not in step with the Christian church.  

Can you imagine the doubts that may have started taking hold in their minds?  Could God have forsaken His 

chosen nation of Israel?  And if God’s promises to them had failed, then who was to say that His promises to 

this young New Testament Church wouldn’t fail as well? 

In answer to those worries, Paul assures the Romans—and us—that it was certainly not that God’s Word 

or His covenant with the nation of Israel had failed.  God’s promises were and are still there; salvation was and 

is still offered to the children of Israel, and not only to them but to all people.  To be a true Israelite though, a 

true child of God’s promises, meant not just tracing your ancestry back to father Abraham.  A true Israelite is 

one who trusts in God’s promise—who enters through the narrow gate—clinging to Jesus, the promised 

Messiah, for salvation.  And that was what Paul so passionately wanted for all of them. 

When we look around our own country, and we see so many people out of step with the Christian 

church, what is our reaction?   As we watch the news and listen to the media it can be tempting to start thinking 

that maybe God has forsaken this country.  Those thoughts are dangerous because what they lead to is us as 

Christians getting complacent, sitting back, and shaking our heads at the world around us.  God has not forsaken 

this country, His promises are still there, salvation is still offered to Americans and to people the world around 

through Jesus Christ the promised Messiah. 

God has not forsaken this country and neither should you or I.  There’s an awful lot that we can learn 

from the passion and zeal that Paul had for reaching out to the lost.  When I ask myself whether I feel as 

strongly about the spiritual welfare of my countrymen, whether I have experienced the same heavy sorrow and 

unending torment that Paul did at the thought of how many Americans are dying each day without faith in Jesus 
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as their Savior, I’m forced to admit that it is an area in which I have come up short.  If you’re anything like me, 

then we both—we all—have room for growth in our compassion for reaching the lost. 

Paul did not find that passion for outreach within himself.  The zeal that Paul had in himself is the one 

we see in the beginning of the book of Acts as he went about persecuting Christians.  The passion he had for 

reaching out to sinful people with the message of the gospel came from his Savior, Jesus, who was living in his 

heart by faith.  Paul and Moses may have wished that if only they were cut off from God’s love that their entire 

nation might be saved, but it would have never worked, because Paul and Moses were sinful people and there 

was no way that they could atone for the sins of an entire country, much less atone for even their own sins. 

And so God sent His Son, Jesus who lived a perfect life and never sinned, and God forsook Him, His 

own Son—condemned Him to die the death that we deserve—so that not just one person, or one nation, but the 

entire world might live.  God made Jesus, who had no sin, to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become 

the righteousness of God (2 Co 5:21).  Jesus is the narrow door through which we may enter into God’s 

heaven, because Jesus is the one who paid for our sins. 

It’s an unpopular fact, because sinful people do not want to accept salvation as a handout.  The sinful 

human nature does not want to admit that it is completely lost and helpless.  Sinful people want to earn their 

own salvation and take credit for doing it themselves.  But no matter how hard they may try, their efforts will 

not get them into heaven because they have fallen short of God’s demands for perfection.  And once the owner 

of the house gets up and closes the door, [they] will stand outside knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the 

door for us.’  But he will answer, ‘I do not know you or where you come from.’ 
When we realize that those people Jesus is talking about aren’t just people that lived hundreds of years 

ago but they’re people living right here in our own backyard, it really sets the perspective.  You’d be hard 

pressed to find someone in America who has never heard about Jesus.  But you would be amazed at how many 

of them have never heard what Jesus has done for them or are not even aware of God’s plan of salvation. 

To think that I, of all people, have that amazing gift—that I know of the salvation Jesus won for me, that 

I have access to God and to His heaven through the narrow door—and that at the same time there are hundreds 

and thousands of people right here in this little corner of the world who don’t have that comfort or who worse 

yet who have been misled and are clinging to something else with the false hope that it will bring them 

salvation, I start to understand how Paul was feeling. 

Paul couldn’t bring about their salvation by forfeiting his life, neither can I, neither can you.  But what 

He could do, what you and I can do is utilize our lives to point people to the one who did.  We can tell them 

about Jesus and how He took the guilt of their sins on Himself, paid for it with His life, and then rose again so 

that they too could have the sure hope of eternal life. 

That amazing love which Jesus displayed for us in His saving work is what fills us with joy and gives us 

the strength we need to be social, to lay aside our fear of rejection or unpopularity and involve ourselves in 

people’s lives so that we can lead them to the narrow door and introduce them to Jesus.  Salvation in Jesus and 

Jesus alone may not be the most popular message.  But it’s the true message, the one correct answer.  And it’s 

one worth sharing.  So let’s get to it. 

Amen. 

 


